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On Feb. 25 in Geneva, a UN report on human rights in Cuba was made public. During a 10-day visit
to Cuba in September 1988, the diplomats visited three prisons, met privately with 12 prisoners they
selected, and received nearly 1,700 complaints from individuals and groups. The issue is politically
sensitive: the visit took place largely at the insistence of the US. Consequently, the authors of the
report were unable to agree on any conclusions or recommendations. Armando Valladares, the
chief US representative at the annual meeting of the UN Human Rights Commission in Geneva,
said he was pleased with the report. According to Valladares, the report shows "what the Cuban
revolution has denied for 30 years, the fact that there are human rights violations in all categories."
The report contains no evidence to support US assertions that there are currently about 10,000
political prisoners in Cuba. The group was informed by the Cuban authorities that the number of
political prisoners had dropped in recent months from 458 to 121. Amnesty International says it
knows of an additional 140 people who were in jail last year for trying to leave the country illegally.
Amnesty said it had reason to believe that other people are in prison for political offenses even
though they have been charged instead with committing non-political offenses. Although the group
received 137 complaints of torture or degrading treatment, prisoners said their conditions had
greatly improved recently. Improvements cited were the elimination of windowless cells, a big
increase in the number of visits, and food of better quality. Of the nearly 1,700 complaints the group
received while in Cuba, 1,183 concerned problems or harassment encountered in trying to leave the
country illegally. The Cuban authorities told the UN group that while it is becoming more flexible
on the issue, professionals and those of military age are still not given exit visas. (Basic data from
New York Times, 02/26/89)
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